while back we decided that wea
wanted to gel inlo some in-depih
how-las. While allending ihe Hol
Rod and Parformance Trade show
In Louisville, Kenlucky, wé cama
across Larry Zimmer. Larry's background

is old cars, irick paini, and metalwork, We
asked him whether he would chronicle a n Phol 1 tha car arrved &l iy shoo i
top chop for NRM, and he agreed 1o do S0.  Batavia, Ohlo. | s it was ugly!

The project vehicle was a 15841 Ford
coupe, Larry stated |t was the ugliest color
combination and worst paint job that we
had ever seen so it didn't bather him o

el iE .

Larry has been building rods,
customs, and restoring cars for a long
time. His pasi experience made him a
matoral for our project top chop. Larmy
restored cars for Universal Studios and
folks like Marie Ozmond, Hogle
Carmichael, and even Red Fox. Quile a
{ist af stars on his build list! .

The lollowing is Larry Zimmer's TR L UHET 30, F 0 -
chronicle of the top chop of the "41 Ford 8 siripped the glass and slartad 1o brace Bhi isher

: siruckura wilh 1° wabes pipe. We ran tha .'-I.'-.:-:'=.
Coupe: gido-io-gide and front-io-back. The struciane w

{ the shop when




20 Shrang | liited the Body ofl Ehe Iram wath my
::'IP:'_- Fl:l':‘." The bracing 15 meCassary Lo Meep
aparything in akgnment wihen the top s choppec
afl, ‘e marked a line § inches from the rear
window apening. (Nole the bracing in the rear

. the top is gonel By lockeng ai Phalo 3
Gan gee thal we have a ol of work 1o 60 Eo gi

AT
e

in % ola girl back togather. Balh sides are ci

identicalty

In Phoba 3 | am using a high APM cistting foo Now we're getting serious! The
uppermost cut on the windshield post is

when | made the big cut
first, then lf the 1op off. It IS @asier (o make
the last cut on the past when they ara

solidly attached fo the cowl

windshiald

ook ouf 3 inches ot
my high-1seh

The shot in Fholo & shows me cuting out 1hs
coumer of the top and quarer glass. | have atso |aid In Phado &
ot e cubs on e B-post. | cid through the dop nesght and 4 inches in the rear ok

be deleled on the finad body Heds holding Ehe bop in place: this shod shows that
Mo

il Belaiass They W
{ the fop forwand misasgns ayanytning

modifications.




wl ouf earhier
= gf welding. The door

LNEET Meth

A J~Inch gap thal wall havd 3
pared fabrecated and welded in place

AS Fhodo 8 =hows, 10 asgn e Q0sDr Commer
pipts | wélded 3 piece of 29-Inch sguare bubing sar
ignment. On the rear 1547 window inGe
it e mullipse relel cuts 1ok Eo loam the rear
ol The winoow reveal ar
Lookang &1 tha ughy hinish coat finally prompdad m
fiv get rid of it=yes, now the body i siripped

O SChieve [N propar racsys

Al thes point make a plywond template
of the 1/4" glags opanings to Insure they are
the same on both sides. Culs ware madea on
the upper quariers to eliminate the old top
subroot sactions

A& Phalo 9 exhibils, the oompleta rear
wimdow section was lacked in place ang tho Draces
arvature for the naxt

Phoilo 10 shows the relief cuts that
were necessary io replace the window
assembly, in the rear, and to give the
contour we needed to finish our panal
fiiting. The piece vou sea clamped and spot
welded is part of the rear section | cut off. it
had the right compound curves. Note: Save
all pheces, large or small—you may need
ham later
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